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GENESIS vi. 5. 


And GOD {aw that the ictedneſs of 
Man was great in the Earth, and that 
every Imagination of the Thoughts of 
bis Hleart was only Evil continually. 


1. ONO widely different is this ſrom the 
8 H fair Pictures of Human Nature, which 
Men have drawn in all Agcs! The 
G Writings of many of the Anticuts 
abound with gay Deſeriptions of the 
Dignity of Man: Whom ſome of them paint as 
having all Virtue and Happineſs in his Compoſuion, 
or at leaſt, entirely in his Power, without bein 
beholden to any other Being: Yea, as ſelf-ſufficient, 
able to live on his own Stock, and little inferior to 
Gop himſelf. 
2. Nor have Heathens alone, Men who were 
uided in their Reſearches by little more than the 
Aim Light of Reaſon, but many likewiſe of them 
that bear the Name of CHRIST, and to whom are 
intruſted the Oracles of God, ſpoke as magnifi- 
cently concerning the Nature of Man, as if it were 
all Innocence and Perfection. Accounts of this 
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Kind have particularly abounded in the preſent 
Century : And perhaps in no Part of the World 
more, than in our own Country. Here not a few 
Perſons of ſtrong Underſtanding, as well as exten- 
five Learning, have employ'd their utmoſt Abilities 
to ſhew, what they term'd, ** The fair Side of 
Human Nature.” And it muſt be acknowledged, 
That if their Accounts of hin be juſt, Man is ſtill 
but a litile lower than the Angels, or (as the Words 
may be more literally render'd) & little leſi than Gop. 

3. Is it any Wonder, that theſe Accounts are 
very readily received by. the Generality of Men ? 
For who is not eaſily perſuaded to think favourably 
of himſelf? Accordingly Writers of this Kind are 
almoſt univerſally read, admired, applauded. And 
innumerable are the Converts they have made, not 
only in the Gay, but the Learned World. So that 
it 15 now quite unfaſhionable to talk otherwiſe, to 
ſay any Thing to the Diſparagement of Human 
Nature: Which is generally allow'd, notwith- 
ſtanding a few Infirmities, to be very innocent and 
wiſe and virtuous, 

4. Bor in the mean-time, what muſt we do with 
our Bibles? For they will never agree with this. 
Theſe Accounts, however pleaſing to Fleſh and 
Blood, are utterly irreconcileable with the Scrip- 
tural, The Scripture avers, That by one Man's 
Diſobedience, all Men were conſtituted Sinners : That 
in Adam all died, ſpiritually died, loſt the Life and 
the Image of Gop : "That fallen, finful Adam then 
begat a Son in his own Likeneſs : Nor was it poflible 
he ſhould beget him in any other: For who can 
bring a clean Thing out of an unclean ? That conſe- 
quently we as well as other Men, were by Nature, 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, without Hope, without 
(30D He Merld, and therefore Children of Wrath : 
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That every Man may fay, I was ſhapen in Wicked- 
neſs, and in Sin did my Mother concerve me That 
there is no Difference, in that all have ſimed, and come 
ſhort of the Glery N Of that glorious Image of 
Gop, wherein Man was originally created. And 
hence, when the Lokxp late down from Hea- 
ven upon the Children of Men, be ſaw they were all 
gone out of the Muy, they were all together become 
abontinable, there was none righteous, us not one, none 
that truly ſought after Gop: Juſt agreeable this, to 
what is declared by the Holy Ghoſt, in the Words 
above recited, GoD ſaw when he looked down 
from Heaven before, that the I/ickedneſs of Man was 
great in the Earth So great, that every Imagination 
of the Thoughts of his Heart was only Evil continually, 

Tuts is Gop's Account of Man: From which 
I ſhall take Occaſion, Fit, To thew what Men 
were before the Flood; Secondly, Jo enquire, 
Whether they are not the ſame now? And, Thirdly, 
To add ſome Inferences. 


I. I. IAu Fi, By opening the Words of 
the Text, to ſhew, What Men were before the 
Flood. And we may fully depend on the Account 
here given. For Gop ſaw it, and He cannot be 
deceived. He jaw, that the TVickedneſs of Man was 
great. Not of this or that Man ; not of a few Men 
only: Not barely of the greater Part, but of Man in 
general, of Men univerſally. The Word includes 
the whole Human Race, every Partaker of Human 
Nature. And it is not eaſy for us to compute their 
Numbers, to tell how many Thouſands and Mil- 
lions they were. The Earth then retain'd much of 
its primeval Beauty and original Fruitfulneſs. The 
Face of the Globe was not rent and torn, as it is 
now: And Spring and Summer went Hand in 
Hand. Tis therefore probable, it afforded Suſte- 
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gance for ſar more Inhabitants, than it is now ca- 
pable of ſuſtaining :. And theſe muſt be immenſely 
multiplied, while Men begat Sons and Daughters 
for ſeven or. cight hundred Years together. Yet 
among all this inconceivable Number, only Noah 
He alone (perhaps in- 
cluding Part of his Houſhold) was an Exception 
from the univerſal Wickedneſs, which by the juſt 
Judgment of Gop, in a ſhort Time after brought 
All the reſt were Par- 
takers in the ſame Guilt, as they were in the ſame 
Puniſhment. 

2. Gop ſaw all the Imaginatiens of the Thoughts of 
his Heart—Of his Soul, his inward Man, the Spirit 
within him, the Principle of all his inward and out- 
ward Motions. He = all the Imaginations. It is 
not poſſible to find a Word of a more extenſive Sig- 
nification, It includes whatever is formed, made, 
fabricated within; all that is, or paſſes in the Soul: 
Every Inclination, Affection, Paſſion, Appetite ; 
every Temper, Deſign, Thought. It muſt of 
Conſequence include every Word and Action, as 
naturally flowing from theſe Fountains : And being 
either Good or Evil, according to the Fountain 
from which they ſeverally flow. 

3. Now Gob /aw that all this, the whole thereof 
was evil, contrary to Moral Rectitude; contrary to 
the Nature of GoD, which neceſſarily includes all 
Good; contrary to the Divine Will, the eternal 


Standard of Good and Evil: Contrary to the pure, 


holy Image of Gop, wherein Man was originally 
created, and wherein he ſtood when Gop ſurveying 
the Works of his Hands, ſaw them all ta be very 
good : Contrary to Juſtice, Mercy and Truth, and 
to the eſſential Relations which each Man bore to 
his Creator and his Fellow Creatures. 

4. BUT 
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4. Bur was there not Good mingled with the 
Evil? Was there not Light intermixt with the 
Darknefs ? No, none at all: Gop /aw that the 
whole: Imagination of the Heart of Man was onLY 
Evil, It cannot indeed be denied, but many of 
them, perhaps all, had good Motions put into 
their Hearts. For the 8 pirit of Gop did then alſo 
3 if haply. he might repent: More 

* during that gracious Bede the hun- 
twenty — while the Ark was prepar- 

But lk in his Fleſh divelt no good Thing All 
his Nature was purely evil. It was wholly con- 
ſtſtent with itſelf, and unmixt with any Thing of 
an e Nature. 

5. Howeves it may ſtill be Matter of Enquiry, 
„Was there no Intermiſſion of this Evil? Were 
there no lucid Intervals, wherein ſomething Good 
might be found in the Heart of Man?” We are not 
here to confider, What the Graee of Gop- might 
occaſionally. work in his Soul. And abſtraing 
from this, we have no Reaſon to believe, there 
was any Intermiffion of that Evil, For Go who 
Jaw the whale Imag mation of the Thoughts of bis Heart 
to be only Evil, ſaw likewiſe, that it was always 
the fame, that it was only "Evil CONTINUALLY : 
Every Year, every Day, every Hour, every Mo- 
ment, He never deviated into | 


II. Sucn is the authentic Account of the whole 
Race of Mankind, which He who knoweth what: 
is in Man, who-fearcheth the Heart and trieth the 
Reins, hath left upon Record for our Inſtruction. 
Such were all Men n before Gov brought the Flood 
upon the Earth. e are, Secondly, to er 
vane they are the ſame now d * 
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1. AND this is certain, The Scripture gives us 
no Reaſon, to think any otherwiſe of them. On 
the contrary, all the above - cited Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, refer to thoſe who lived after the Flood. It 
was above a thouſand Years after, that Gop de- 
clared by David concerning the Children of Men, 
They are all gone out of the Way of Truth and Holi- 
neſs, there is none righteous,' no, not one. And to 
this bear all the Prophets Witneſs, in their ſeveral 
Generations. So Iſaiab, concerning God's pecu- 
liar People, (and certainly the Heathens were in 20 
better Condition) The wt Head is fick, and the 
whole Heart faint. From the Sole of the Foot, even 
unto the Head, there is no Soundneſs, but Maunds and 
Bruiſes and putrifying Sores. The ſame Account is 
given by all the Apoſtles, yca, by the whole Tenor 
of — of Gop, F rom all theſe we learn, . 
concerning Man in his Natural State, unaſſiſted by 
the Grace of Gon, that all the Imaginations of the 
Thoughts of his Heart are till Evil, only Evil, and 
that continually. ann Ra 

2. AND this Account of the Preſent State of 
Man, is confirm'd by daily Experience. It is true, 
the Natural Man diſcerns it not; And. this is not 
to be wonder'd at. So long as a Man born blind, 
continues ſo, he is ſcarce ſenſible of his Want. 
Much leſs, could we ſuppoſe a Place where all were 
born without Sight, would they be ſenſible of the 
Want of it. In like Manner, ſo long as Men re- 
main, in their natural Blindneſs of Underſtanding, 
they are not ſenſible of their ſpiritual Wants, and of 
this in particular. But as ſoon as Gop opens the 
Eyes of their Underſtanding, they ſee the State 
they were in before; they are then deeply con- 
vinced, That every Man living, themſelves ſpeci” 
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ally, are by Nature altogether Vanity, that is, Folly 
and Ignorance, Sin and Wickedneſs. | 
E ſee, when Gop opens our Eyes, that we 
were before 497 i» Ke without Go, or rather, 
Atheiſts in the Morld. We had by Nature no Knou- 
ledge of Gop, no Acquaintance. It is true, as 
ſoon as we came to the Uſe of Reaſon, we learned 
the inviſible Things of GoD, even his eternal Power 
and Godhead, from the Things that are made. From 
the Things that are ſeen, we inferr'd the Exiſtence 
of an eternal, powerful Being, that is not ſeen, 
But ftill, although we acknowledged we had no 
Acquaintance with him. As we know there is an 
Emperor of China, whom yet we do not know ; 
ſo we knew, there was a King of all the Earth; 
vut yet we knew him not. Indeed we could not; 
by any of our Natural Faculties. By none of theſe 
could we attain the Knowledge of Gor. We 
could no more perceive him by our Natural Un- 
derſtanding, than we could ſee him with our Eyes. 
For no one knoweth the Father but the Son, and he to 
whom the Son willeth to reveal him. And no one knoweth 
the Son but the Father, and He to whom the Father 
revealeth him. a 
4. Wx read of an antient King, who being de- 
ſirous to know, what was the Natural Language of 
Men, in order to bring the Matter to a certain 
Iſſue, made the following Experiment. He order'd 
two Infants as ſoon as they were born, to be con- 
vey'd to a Place prepared for them, where they were 
brought up without any Inſtruction at all, and 
without ever hearing an human Voice. And what 
was the Event ? Why, That when they were at 
length brought out of their Confinement, they 
ſpake no Language at all ; they utter'd only inarti- 
culate Sounds, like thoſe of other Animals. Were 
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two Infants in like Manner to be brought up from 
the Womb, without being inſtructed in any Reli- 
gion, there is little Room to doubt, but (unleſs the 
race of (50D interpoſed) the Event would be juſt 
the ſame. They would have no Religion at all: 
424 would know no more of Gon, than the 
Beaſts of the Field, than the wild Aſs's Colt. Such is 
Natural Religion ! Abſtracted from Traditional, and 

from the Influences of God's Spirit. | 
5. AND having no Knowledge, we can have no 
Love of Gop : We cannot love Him we know not. 
Moſt Men tali indeed of loving Gop, and perhaps 
imagine that they do. At leaſt, few will acknow- 
ledge they do not love him: But the Fact is too 
plain to be denied. No Man loves God by Nature, 


no more than he does a Stone or the Earth he treads 


upon. What we love, we delight in: But no Man 
has naturally any Delight in Gop. In our natural 
State, we cannot conceive, how any one ſhould 


delight in him. We take no Pleaſure in him at 


all: He is utterly taſteleſs to us. Io love Gop ! 
It is far above, out of our Sight. We cannot, 
naturally, attain unto it. 

6. WE have by Nature not only no Love, but 
no Fear bf Gon. It is allow'd indeed, that moſt 
Men have, ſooner or later, a Kind of ſenſeleſs, 
irrational Fear, properly call'd Swper/tit:on, though 
the blundering Epicureans gave it the Name of 
Religion. Yet even this is not Natural, but ac- 
-quired ; chiefly by Converſation er from Example. 
By Nature, GoD is not in all our Thoughts: We leave 
him to manage his o.n Affairs, to ſit quietly, as 
we imagine, in Heaven, and leave us on Earth to 
manage Ours. So that we have no more of the 
Fear of Gon before our Eyes, than of the Love of 
God in our Hearts. , | 

-, Thus 
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, Tavs are all Men Athie/ts in the Morld. But 
Atheiſm itſelf does not ſcreen us from Idolatry. In 
his Natural State, every Man born into the World 
is a rank Idolater. Perhaps indeed we may not be 
ſuch in the vulgar Senſe of the Word. We do not, 
like the idolatrous Heathens, worfhip molton or 

raven Images, We do not bow down to the 
tock of a Tree, to the Work of our own Hands. 
We do not pray to the Angels or Saints in Heaven, 


"any more than to the Saints that are upon Earth, 


But what then? We have ſet up our [als in our 
Hearts; and to theſe we bow down and worſhip 
them: We worſhip Qurſelves, when we pay that 
Honour to ourſelves which is due to God only. 
Therefore all Pride is Idolatry : It is aſcribing to 
ourſelves what is due to Gan alone. And altho' 
Pride was not made for Man, yet where is the 
Man that is born without it? But hereby we rob 
Gop of his unalienable Right, and idolatrouſly 
uſurp his Glory. | 

8. Bur Pride is not the only Sort of Idolatry, 


which we are all by Nature guilty of. Satan has 


ſtamped his own Image on our Heart in Selfatuill 
alſo. I will, ſaid he, before he was caſt out of 
Heaven, I will fit upon the Sides of the North. I will 
do my own Will and Pleaſure, independently on 
that of my Creator. The ſame does every Man 
born into the World fay, and that in a thouſand 
Inſtances. Nay, and avow it too, without ever 


bluſhing up6n the Account, without either Fear or 


Shame. Aſk the Man, Why did you do this?“ 
He anſwers, << Becauſe I had a Mind to it.” What 
is this but, . Becauſe it was my Will ;” that is in 


Effect, Becauſe the Devil and I are agreed: Becauſe 


Satan and I govern our Actions, by one and the 


ſame 
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fame Principle. The Will of Gop mean-time is 
not in his Thoughts, is not conſider'd in the leaſt 
Degree: Altho' it be the ſupreme Rule of every 
intelligent Creature, whether.in Heaven or Earth, 
reſulting from the eſſential, unalterable Relation, 
which all Creatures bear to their Creator. | 

9. So far we bear the Image of the Devil, and 
tread in his Steps. But at the next Step we leave 
Satan behind, we run into an Idolatry whereof he 
is not guilty: I mean, Love of the World, which is 
now as natural to every Man, as to love his own 
Will. What is more natural to us, than to ſeek 
Happineſs in the Creature, inſtead of the Creator ? 
To ſeek that Satisfaction in the Works of his 
Hands, which can be found in Gop only? What 


more Natural than the Deſire of the Fleſh ? That 


is, of the Pleaſure of Senſe in every Kind? Men 
indeed talk i of deſpiſing theſe low 
Pleaſures, particularly Men of Learning and Edu- 
cation. They affect to ſit looſe to the Gratification 
of thoſe Appetites, wherein they ſtand on a Level 


with the Beaſts that periſh. But it is mere Af- 


fectation; for every Man is conſcious to himſelf, 
that in this Reſpect he is by Nature a very Beaſt. 
Senſual Appetites, even thoſe of the loweſt Kind, 
have, more or leſs, the Dominion over him. They 
lead him Captive, they drag him to and fro, in 
Spite of his boaſted Reaſon. The Man, with all 
his Good- breeding and other Accompliſhments, 
has no Pre-eminence over the Goat: Nay, it is 
much to be doubted, Whether. the Beaſt has not 
the Pre-eminence aver Him ? Certainly he has, if 
we may hearken to one of their modern Oracles, 
who very degently tells us, | 
% Once 
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. « Oncein a Seafan, Beaſts too taſte of Love : 
* Only the Beaſt of Reaſon is its Slave, 
And in that Folly drudges all the Lear.“ 


A conſiderable Difference indeed, it muſt be al- 
low'd, thete is between Man and Man, ariſing 
r by preventing Grace) from 
Difference of Conſtitution, and of Education. But 
notwithſtanding this, who, that is not utterly ignc- 
rant of himſelf, can here caſt the firſt Stone at 
another? Who can abide the Teſt of our Bleſſed 


Lorp's Comment on the Seventh Commandment ? 


He that looketh upon a Woman to Tuff after her, hath 
committed Adultery with her already in his Heart? So 
that one knows not which to wonder at moſt, the 
Ignorance or the Infolence of thoſe Men, who 
ſpeak with ſuch Difdain of them that are over- 
come by Deſires, which every Man has felt in his 
own Breaſt ! 'The Defire of every Pleaſure of Senſe, 
133 not, being natural to every Child of 
ni e e K ee 

10. AND fo is the Deſire df the Rye, the Deſire of 
the Pleafures of the Imagination. Theſe ariſe either 
from Great, or Beautiful, or uncommon Objects: 
If the two former do not coincide with the latter; 
for perhaps it would appear upon a diligent Enquizy, 
That neither grand nor beautiful Objects pleaſe, any 
longer than they are nw That when the Novelty 
of them is over, the greatefk Part, at leaſt, of the 
Pleaſure they give"is overt ; and in the fame Pro- 
portion as they become familiar, they become flat 
and inſipid. But let us experience this ever ſa of- 
ten, the ſame Deſire will remain ſtill. The inbred 
Thirſt continues fixt in the Soul: Nay the more it 
is indulged, the more it increaſes, and incites us to 
| 3 B 2 follow 
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et another Obje®t ; al- 
an abortive Hope, and 
Yea 


follow after another, and 
 tho' we leave every one W. 
a deluded Expectation. 


« The hoary Look who many — 
_ Has ſtrug "I with — teh Sorrow, 
Renews his and fondly las 
The deſperate 14 o- morrow | 


« To-morrow comes! *Tis Noon ! Tis e 
This Day like all the former flies: 

Yet on he goes, to ſeek Delight 
To-morrow, till To-night he dies o 


11. A THIRD Symptom of this fatal Diſeaſe the 
Love of the Hos which is ſo d 


Nature, is The P Life, the va of Prai 
of the Honour 3 o en. This the 
Admirers of Human Nature allow to be ſtrictly 
Natural : As natural as the Sight or Hearing, or 
any other of the external Senſes. And are they 
aſhamed of it, even Men of Letters, Men of refined 
and improved Underſtanding ? So far from it, that 
they glory therein; they applaud themſelves for their 
Love of Applauſe! Yea, eminent Cbriſtians, ſo 
called, make no Difficulty of adopting the Saying 
of the old, vain Heathen, Anim: diſſaluti t & 2 
neglgere-quid de ſe hamines ſentiant : * Not to re 
what Men think of us, is the Mark of a wic 5 
and abandon'd Mind.“ 80 that to go calm and 
unmoved thro Honour and Diſbonour, thro' evil Re- 
port and good Report, is with them a Sign of one that 
is indeed not fi 6 to live; away with ſuch a Fellow from 
the Earth, But would one imagine, that theſe Men 
had ever heard of JEsUs CHRIST or his __— ? 
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Or that they knew who it was that ſaid, Fw tan 
ye believe, who receive Honour one of another, and ſeek 
not that Fizmur which cometh of Go only? But if 
this be really fo ; if it be impoſſible to believe, and 
and conſequently to pleafe Gop, fo long as we re- 
cerve or ſeek Honour one of another, and ſeek not the 
Honour which cometh of GoD only : Then in what a 


Condition are all Mankind! The Chriftians as well 


as the Heathens ! Since they all ſez Honour one of 
another Since it is as Natural for them ſo to do, 


themſelves being the Judges, as it is to fee the 


Light which ftrikes upon their Eye, or to kear the 
Sound which enters their Ear: Yea, fince they 
account it the Sign of a. virtuous Mind, to ſeek the 
Praiſe of Men, and of a vicicus one, to be content 
with the Ilonour which cometh of GD only ! 


III. 1. I PROCEED to draw a few Inferences 


from what has been ſaid. And, Fir, From hence 


we may learn One Grand, Fundamental Difference 
between Chriſtianity, confider'd as a Syſtem of 
Doctrines, and the moſt refined Heatheniſm. Many 
of the antient Heathens have largely deſcribed the 
Vices of particular Men. They bave fpoken much 
againſt their Covetouſneſs or Cruelty, their Lux- 
ury or Prodigality. Some have darcd to ſay, That 
e no Man is born, without Vices of one Kind or 
another.” But ftill, as none of them were ap- 
2 of the Fall of Man, ſo none of them knew 
is total Corruption. They knew not, that all 
Men were empty of all Good, and fill'd with all 
Manner of Evil. They were wholly ignorant of 
the entire Depravation of the whole Human Nature, 
of every Man born into the World, m every Fa- 
culty of his Soul, not ſo much by thoſe patticular 
B 3 Vices 
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Vices,. which reign in particular Perſons, as by the 
General Flood of Atheiſm and Idolatry, of Pride, 
Self-Will and Love of the World. This therefore 
is the firſt, grand, diſtinguiſhing Point between 
Heatheniſm and Chriftianity. The one acknow- 
ledges, That many Men are infected with many 
Vices, and even born with a Proneneſs to them; 
but ſuppoſes withal, that in ſome the Natural Good 
much overballances the Evil. The other declares 
That all Men are conceived in Sin, and ſbapen in 
Witckedneſs: That hence there is in every Man a 
carnal Mind, which is Enmity againſt GoD,. which is 
not, cannot be fubjeft to bis Law, and which ſo in- 
fects the whole Soul, that there dwelleth in him, in 
his Fleſh, in his Natural State, n good Thing; but 
all the Imagination of the Thoughts of his Heart, is 
Evil, only Evil, and that continually. 

2. HENCE: we may, Secondly, learn, That all 
who deny this, call it Original Sin, or by any other 
Title, are but Heathens ftill, in. the fundamental 
Point which differences. Heatheniſm from Chriſtia- 
nity. They 1. indeed allow, That Men have 
many Vices: That ſome are born with us: And 
that conſequently we are ngt born altogether fo 
wiſe or ſo. virtuous, as we ſhould be : There being 
few that will roundly affirm, *< We are born with 
as much, Propenſity to Good as to Evil, and that 
every Man ts by Nature as virtuous and wile, as 
Adam was at his Creation.” But here is the Shib- 
boleth: Is Man by Nature filled with all Manner 
of Evil? Is he void of all Good * Is he wholly, fal- 
len? Is his Soul totally corrupted? Or, to come 
back to the Text, Is zvery Imagination of the Theug his 
of his Heart, Evil continually ® Allow this, and you 
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are ſo far a Chriſtian. Deny it, and you are but 
an Heathen ſtill. | 
3. Wr may learn from hence, in the Third Place, 
What is the proper Nature of Religion, of the Re- 
ligion of Jesus CHRIST. It is Ocean ?-ig J 
Gop's Method of healing à Soul which is thus diſ- 
eaſed. Hereby the great Phyſician of Souls applies 
Medicine to heal. this Sickneſs; to reſtore Human 
Nature, totally corrupted in all its Facultics. Gop 
heals our Atheiſm, by the Knowledge of himſelf, 
and of JEsUs CHRIsT whom he hath ſent; by 
giving us Faith, a divine Evidence and Conviction 
of Gop and of the Things of God : In particular, 
of this important Truth, CHRISYH loved mz, and 
gave himſelf for me. By Repentance and. Lowlineſs 
of Heait, the deadly Diſeaſe of Pride is healed : Fhat 
of Self-will by | = ron a meek and thankful 
Submiſſion to the Will of Gop. And for the 
Love of the World in all its Branches, the Love 
of GoD,is the ſovereign Remedy. Now this is 
properly Religion, Faith thus working by Love, 
working the genuine, meek. Humility, entire 
Deadneſs to the World, with a loving, thankful 
Acquieſence in and Confarmity to the whole Will 
and Word of Gor. RI 
4. INDEED if Man were not thus fallen, there 
would be no Need of all this. There would be no 
Occaſion for this Work in the Heart, this Renewal 
in the Spirit of our Mind. The Superftuity of Godli- 
neſs would then be a more proper Expreſſion than 
the Super fiuity of Naughtineſs. For an Outſide Re- 
ligion without any Godlineſs at all, would ſuffice 
to all rational Intents and Purpoſes. It does ac- 
eordingly ſuffice, in the Judgment of thoſe who 
deny this Corruption. of our Nature. They make 
verx 
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very little more of Religion, than the famous 
Mr. Hobbes did of Reafon. According to Him, 
Reaſon is only, A well-order'd Train of Words: 
According to them, Religion is only a well-order'd 
Train of Words and Actions. And they ſpeak 
conſiſtently with themſelves : For if the Infide be 
not full of Wickedneſs, if this be clean already, what 
remains, but to cleanſe the Outſide of the Cup ? Out- 
ward Reformation, if their Suppoſition be juſt, is 
indeed the one Thing needful. | 

5. BuT ye have not ſo learned the Oracles of 
Gor. Ye know, that He who ſeeth what is in 
Man, gives a far different Account both of Nature 
and Grace, of our Fall and our Recovery. Ye 
know that the great End of Religion is, To renew 
our Hearts in the Image of Gos, to repair that 
total Loſs of Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
which we ſuſtain'd by the Sin of our firſt Parent. 
Ye know that all Religion which does not anſwer 
this End, all that ftops ſhort of this, The Renewat 
of our Soul in the Image of Gop, after the Likencis 
of him that created it, is no other than a poor 
Farce, and a mere Mockery of Gop, to the De- 
ſtruction of aur own Soul. beware of all thoſe 
Teachers of Lies, who would palm this upon you 
for Chriftianity ! Regard them not, though they 
ſhould come unto you with all the Deceival leneſi of 
Unrighteouſneſs, with all Smoothneſs of Language, 
all 2 yea Beauty and Elegance of Ex- 


preſſion, all Profefions of earneſt Good- will to you, 
and Reverence for the Holy Scriptures. Keep to 
the plain, old Faith, once delivered to the Saints, and 
deliver'd by the Spirit of Gop to your Hearts. 
Know your Diſeaſe! Know your Cure! Ye 
were born in Sin: Therefore ye 2 be born again, 

born 
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born of Gop. By Nature ye are wholly corrupted: 
By Grace yo | be wholly renew'd. In Adam 
ye all died : In the Second Adam, in CuRIST ye all 
are made alive. You that were dead in Sins hath he 
eben d. He hath already given you a Principle of 
rem: even Are who loved 53 
Bi u! Now go on Faith to Faith, un- 
til — Sickneſs . beate, and all that 
Mind be in you, which was alſo in ChRISTI JESUS 
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